
Great British Inventors 
 

 

 



Great Britain 

produced many of the 

most influential scientists, 

mathematicians and 

inventors in modern 

history. With influential 

people, come influential 

ideas, theories and 

inventions, some of which 

have the potential to 

change the world forever.  
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The telephone was invented by British inventor 

Alexander Graham Bell and patented in 1876. 

Bell left school at age 15, but maintained a 

keen interest in science and biology. Aged 16, 

he went to teach elocution and music at 

Weston House Academy in Moray, Scotland. 

His early experiments with sound began when 

he was taken to see a “speaking” automaton 

designed by Baron Wolfgang von Kempelen 

and built by Sir Charles Wheatstone.  
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Fascinated by the machine, Bell purchased a copy of a book written 

in German by Baron Wolfgang von Kempelen and built a similar 

automaton with his brother. Many years later, while working at Boston 

University School of Oratory, Bell became interested in technology to 

transmit sound. Leaving his job a the university, he made the decision to 

pursue his personal research on the subject. In 1875, Bell created an 

acoustic telegraph which he patented in March 1876. He was granted 

the patent for the world’s first telephone. 



Charles Darwin 

1809-1882 

Charles Darwin was a British naturalist 

born in 1809. Darwin was the first person to 

propose the now popular theories of 

evolution, natural selection and common 

descent.  



Darwin formed his theory of evolution over much of his life, only 

publishing it in his later years in his book “On The Origin of Species” for 

fear of how the public would respond to what was, at the time, a 

highly controversial theory, since it proposed a means by which life 

developed on Earth without a God. Charles Darwin continued, 

despite controversy (and in some cases ridicule), his work until his 

death on 19th April 1882 from heart disease. 



The first steam locomotive was 

invented by Richard Trevithick, a British 

inventor and mining engineer. Trevithick’s 

steam locomotive was built in 1804 in Pen-

y-Darren in South Wales to carrying cargo. 

Trevithick continued to work with steam 

locomotives for many more years until his 

death in April 1833. Richard Trevithick 
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 A full-scale working replica of his first steam locomotive 

was built in 1981 for the Welsh Industrial and Maritime Museum, 

later moving to the National Waterfront Museum in Swansea. 



Isaac Newton was a British physicist and 

mathematician. Born in 1642, Newton 

discovered and documented for the first time 

three laws of motion in regard to physics. 

Newton’s Laws are as follows – 1st Law: An 

object at rest tends to stay at rest unless acted 

upon by an external force and an object in 

uniform motion tends to remain in uniform 

motion unless acted upon by an external force. 

2nd Law: An applied force on an object equals 

the rate of change of its momentum. 3rd Law: 

Every action has an equal and opposite 

reaction. Newton was also the first person to 

document the mechanics of universal 

gravitation. 
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